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on 31 October, the ultimate advantage to Germany
of her new liaison may be highly questionable. 'He
must have a long spoon that shall dine with the
devil'; moreover, the price of the meal is high.
Hitler, in the role of Faustus, can never regain
possession of his own soul, whereas Stalin, as
Mephistopheles, can abandon his charge at will.
The second Nazi-Soviet agreement of 29 Septem-
ber contained provision for the parties to 'consult
each other regarding the necessary measures' to be
taken in the event of the failure of German peace
overtures to Great Britain and France and the
consequent prolonging of the war. At the cost,
therefore, of a few skirmishes in eastern Poland, a
banquet to Herr von Ribbentrop, and the promise
of diplomatic consultation and trade promotion,
Stalin has regained either possession or virtual con-
trol over practically all the territory lost at Brest-
Litovsk in 1918. The price which Lenin paid for
the peredyshka ('breathing spell') has been re-
deemed. The military control of the Baltic States
is now Russia's, along with the naval domination of
the Baltic. Combining new nationalism with old
Bolshevism, the Soviet Union in its forward march
is rooting out and destroying in the Baltic lands the
marks of German civilization which have existed
for many generations. Germanism is in retreat in
Eastern Europe and what were once the proudest
bastions of 'Teuton culture' againstcSlavic savagery'
are hauling down their flags. Even the fortress of
Memel, newly acquired by Germany from Lithu-
ania, is being dismantled. Before the advance guard